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blasr dosn cou.fy bnes, flic
king gearchaDgcs 2nd revrUing in
rhe shetr dri!€ability of a cer
That is morc or less wby I enjoy
driving snuu sPacefnme dl:rs,
sied ca6 such as rhe Vbsrfield or
tbe Raffo Having said that, rhere
is definjrely a dcdiceted bunch of
enthusiasG oul rhere shose id€e
of motorjng bliss is ro be able to
d'r speeds apprc2ching 150 mph
md, hx\€ accelenrion rbir $ill
lealr Ftrnri Mondials, or larus
lsplit Tulbos, behind at mfic
l€h1s. Th€ pmblo with lhis sort
oi mchin€ is dl1r ir rmds ro be
incredibly expenslE E.rLr WA
and rhc n33 It is also known as
the Can Am, bur for thc purposes
of this fcaturc $€11 jrur srick
wiitt f.33

The concept
When Alan Arnold s2t down to
des€n tbe []3 bls prramelers
relol!€d around sftnl kmwn
refer€nce poinrs. The fin! of
these i?s tha! he w)uld utiliE
his spdicnces s.irb fte !u8iri\€
Tso on/ofi ro2d ill shich is
b$icdly a rubular steel sptrce
fame, lhe Roref 3.5 liffe engine
Mled to a V\v In.sdlc 2ncl a
cotnbiDtion of wishbone/coil
ow shock fronr suspension lnd
. divided tosio. bar/trailing arm
rcal suspension. This concepr
would be clorhed q'irh i hirly
sLr*, bur 2! tbe same dnc

dnMrk, body that had rrc
dytumic qu2lities as sell as
simple cons uctio. The firs!
protoryp€ ws named the F30
and ws prnurily intedcled as a
clubnans caf tu rhe person who
Mntedah ydrumadcffiydry
car rhal .ould be used in com
prtitio.s. The original hid clcle
ftonr wings bur a \€ry a€rc-
dymmic fqr dd, s'itb huK
Tesra Rcsa air inc*es empbas
ising the undoubred dnna of lbe
ct As time s'ent by, AIan rcs
ponded to popular opinio. and
iar inrrcduc.d 2 stunning new
one piec€ fronr section ()
complemcnr dr rctu After a
period of dcltlopmml, Al2n has
prcnounced himsell bxppy with
the c2r and sbowed it ar rhis \er3
Motof sbow The ll0 is srill
aqilable wirh ns cycle wings
should )ou wff ir, hos@er the
F.33 lbat sefrcs as rhe d@o car at
IIVA is, in my opinion, fr more
dnMdc and more Ilkery ro scll.

The kit
I am not going !o write down
€ltrything thir pu c2n ger in anl
one of the iour srages bur, suffice
to s2lt tha! lhe stafio kir will
p|oYlde ''ou with rhe boclt rhc
supe|bly rigid micl engine dEssis,
the mjoriry of the suspGlon
components and lhe beaurifully
manuiacrured, du3l, balanced
dd 2djuscrble bokc pecrat
asoblv complete wlrh tmster
cylindG and throtlle ped.l. Thh
little lot, plus many other plrts
will set )ou back 2 nor u.reason-
2bl€ €22 26 56 plus vAT. You then

go on thrcugh stages rwo, three
md fou. The lourth s&ee being
ffiyrhi.g lou $'ill need to bujld
the car (vith almosl mrything
Rted ior )ou) bar 2 Rffi 3.5
engine, a \r!0 mnsaxle frcm 2
1600cc \hriant or 1302S/1301s,
encl the trailing arms fmm the
same donor You will zlso need
rbe steding rack and column
from a Merlq and rso colf cTI
ndi2nls with enhtr fie standerd
elecrric cooling !tns, or afro

As nrembe|s of the Specialisr
Car MarDfacture6 cmup UvA
adhere to rirc Code of Practice so
that mgineqing stt.dards and

high clegreq lhe resr t being rhat
)ou can bu_r' wirh tocrl conn
clence Ii js most cer6inly worfi
beffing thh i. mind because it
serres as )our gun.ree ancl,
should )ou go for a fully built car
to suit your pulposeq IJVA can
do it 2nd lou can be Nurcd rh21
vou wlll hlve r€cou$q should
)'ou be dissalisfied. Anl$"rl'
enougb of this ncaatory sruff and
o. with lhe real meat of the 'ob.''{/ba! 

is ir lik€ ro drlre? vtll quiB
frinky itb an dpdioce that I
will no! quiclily ioryet.

I hare o 2dmit rhat due to rhe
usual foeighr a.d planning, I
can nor ft i.ro drc spacc 2llotted
for this jtature ali the birs a.d
p,ec€s th* I glaned firm
spmdiog e cl2y at UVA. Whar I
will tell pu is fiisi The f.33, and
for thar mttd, all t]vA produc6,
are propedi' derelopcd, md much
atte.tion () gerrinS ffiyihi.g
cotrcct has been paid. There is
iar roo much to rellyou hcre but
safetl eI spccd is a field in which
UVA arc pre emineot, and $'hen
)ou pxt roSether a crr thar is
capable of 150 mph, ir is im
Poranr io kncN lhxt the four
wheel disc bnkes will not fa(le,

speds approacbing 1 5 Ompb.'



In tbe space of seaen days Pen
managed. to driue tooo of the
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nor will fie pcclils collapsc
uncler hervl pesurc Although
thaL bodywork &r_! look simple,
rhcrc hxle been .r leasr firce
dif&rent vesions of n cuhin
2drg in the prsc.r ltor. Thlng.
like p.opcf pop up hcadlighrs
haR bcen pdii.Led 2.d al]
stresses hart bccn proFrl_v

sor{ fiout rhc diRsincario.
tbet€, bul I suclder'ly rcrliscd tbir
I was .or going to be ablc ro put
thc compatry inK) i6 pfopo
comext d rhe spicc xliilrble

On the foad
o. 2 dI Flrcn floods $ere
reporad in \Aks. .nd 8alc forcc
quds soc makjng diving
difi'culr on moloNqq I qs
st.rpped rnro rhc drilnrg se2i or

sq)dy 2ll the Prrts necessrf_v ro
hmdle dr.t knrd ol poeer so no
p|oblo. Afler 2 i?w Nell choscn
ior(l5 frcm Mr Arnold, I fircd up
De]r mq ibrr i noisc 0 clidnt
enully s.l' ftal by the e*) I
blippecl the rhrorrle and *is
rnssocd with an incrdible .oir
compoundc.l iiom inducdon
noise, dhaust nois., vrl!€ train
cbaiter, and r myriad odr6 tlut I
could not identify Seleding flrsr I
gingcrlt, pressed lhe rbnndc incl
prcftpdy scrued. oh, rhc cmbaF
mssmcml Vith more derdmin
xtion aRl r hcavier right loot I
started up a!!rin. Tbis rinrc I got it
rlghL dd shor ftr$ud 2r a hcll .)1
a ntc of knots. I tnd !o rimc n.
.hcck on lhc rcv counrer and
concenrtilcd on c'hirDging gca!
sdying o. fie ro?d, .nd looknrg
our tur orho mxnhcr. 't he figure

'quitefrankly itl an dperierce
tbat I Luill tntfugA quickly.'

fie rJ3 rnd tolcl to enioy mrsclf
Nly flsI smr2rion *as rhlr I hared
rhc .irirnrg scat. rt bid b.ck far
too rnuch for mc 2nd $":s nor ad
jusr2blc lor Gke Nocrrbclccs I
couLl rcach the pc&ls with crsc
.nd 6ef)ihing lell to han l Thc
iistrunrenr pod, snuzred in rhc
centre of the cafj connnrs dl the
nccess2ry dills and grug.s rhat
mo.iror thc pdformence of
somc 260bhp of Ro\tr cngi.e'l he specificidon oi this eDgine is
reell_\' something clsc, solicl lifters,
bxlxncccl, blucpfincd, bilf nce
cim, tour Dello.rG, rlrbulir
rmnif(tds ctq etc. You ruy bc
lulled iffo lhnrking thar 26obhp
throuSlr i \.{ tntuaxle $oLrld
havc dirc e|fccts, resuldng in cogs
lllnrg eKrywhcrc Nor sot UVA

qootcd tor 0 () 6omph is 5.3
secon ls. I ci. wcll bclisr it, and
after nry ilN funflnrg xttcdpts
wirh the .a., gor doqn 10 some
2c.li.Dtisrtionrl cruising. I srs
2blc ro g.--.r th. lael of dr car mu.h
better with this, and ir sRs .ot
unlil I lud done a iew hiles rhar I
ft'll_v rcalised drar this lruising
w:5 taking phce ar bct$&a 80
and 90mph vhoops. slryi,iSofi
dic min roeG suited q P|.
poses a ld bcttei !.d I iound a
lorcsr of somc sort rhxr had these
sondcrful litde roads nuning
dlough n Bhsdrg ol (k)qn
Llrese liirly uns'en birs ofridnaq
I Ms iblc to appre.j.rc hos srll
rhe c.r ro.l.. the suspcnsnD
absorbinS ill th. bumps in .
pe.&d conrprcmhc ol setri,rgs.

Thc bnkcs too seemed pcfftcr,
tbe 11 inch cliscs lurling me
dosn irom sonre ridiculous
specds No ntde xnd no dB'nrs.
Corne'in8 hclcl no fcis, ao.l I
w:'-s rble to go ptugrc$ndv ttsrcr
as drc .tus rbjlirics inspircd
contidcncc I $oul.l say rhlt drc
c.f is nxrc or les.s neutral, shich
is rolly how n should bc s irh all
the segirr co.cc.tr:ed in the
middle 'l hcre are ldr con-
ccssions to ei'erldll usq but
rhcre a8.nr ) ou \oukl reall_v bavc
lo be somcthhg of xn cnrhusiasr
lo own xn Fl3J. Which is s hcre

Condusion
Bc.rusc of LIr. imnrenre roarnr
of noisc Sdidrtcd b] thc engine,
I srs not rcall_v xsrrc ofs hat Lhis
rcmerkiblc crr could achior I

only uscd 5500 Ns nr c2ch gear
xnd lalc| discovcd rhal lou c2n
use6500 on a rSulir bisis. 7000
is arrain.ble.nd er rhzt limit, thc
n33 is .loi.g l5omph. To pror
fih Al2n g2\e mc a pdfdmancc
gnph sith rhe clill ntios anl
$hccl si/ts nkcn into rccou.i,
and I can sell bclior lhc figurcs
It is a n]o$ shliternigry h$ .2r to
d.i!e, il spcnsi\e Howoo n is
onlv expcnsnr in tcrms of the kit
car mrket and )ou souki ha\r ro
paft s irir tdiu.ca to get rtris kjnd
oipertuf&u1cc in drc production
cr. sphere r\jrhougli diis lc2Lure
is ncccssrril_r b.icf y)u car gcl
iiLll .hepter and vese ftom rbc
conrprchc.sn€ inforrartion pzck
n'ppljed !t sl 50 fron trvA Ltd.
Argents Mer€ High Teduo-
bgy Park, Hambridgc Lanq
Nwbu.y, B€rkshie RG14
5TU. Tel: 0635 338a8.
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